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MAIN FEATURES

HOUSEHOLD CRIME

During the 12 months to April 1994, 183,100 (8.5%) of
the estimated 2,148,900 houscholds in NSW were
victims of at least one household crime, This was an
increase over the 7.5% victimisation rate recorded for
the 12 months to April 1993,

Housecholds in Sydney Statistical Division had a higher
victimisation rate (9.8%) than that of the balance of
NSW (6.3%).

Housechold type

Household victimisation rates ranged from 12.1% for
a one parent household to 6.2% for households
comprising a couple only.

Security devices

Households with some form of security devices had
higher victimisation rates than those households with no
security devices. However, it skould be noted that the
main reason for installation of sach devices given by
households with security devices was that they had
experience of being vietims of break and enter offences.
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PERSONAL CRIME

During the 12 months to April 1994, 159,90 (3.5%) of the
estimated 4,560,300 persons (aged 15 years and over) were
victims of at least one personal crime. This compared with
3.9% in the corresponding period for 1993.

Age and sex
The victimisation rate for males was higher than that

for females, being 4.1% and 2.9% respectively. For
both males and females the victimisation rate was
highest in the 15-24 years age group (9.3% for males
and 6.0% for females).
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Risk factors

Persons who had occupied their accommodation for
less than one year recorded the highest victimisation
rate (6.5%). The victimisation rate tended to decrease
as the length of occupancy increased.

MULTIPLE VICTIMS

In the 12 months to April 1994, just over 27% of
victims of houschold crime were victims on more than
one occasion. More than 22% of victims of break and
enter experienced multiple offences, as did more than
10% of motor vehicle theft victims.

In the 12 months to April 1994, almost 45% of victims of
a personal crime were victims on more than ome¢
occasion. Just over 35% of victims of robbery and almost
50% of victims of assault experienced multiple offences.

REPORTING TO POLICE

The proportion of victims reporting the last incident to
the police ranged from 94.5% for motor vehicle theft,
down to 35.2% for attempted break and enter. The
majority of victims of sexual assault did not report the
last incident to the police, but this is based on a small
sample of respondents,

INQUIRIES

for further information about statistics in this publication, and the availability of related

unpublished statistics, contact Michael Clarke on (02) 268 4498.
Jor information about other ABS statistics and services, please refer to the back page of this publication.




NOTES

The 1994 New South Wales Crime and Safety Survey covered only selected types of household and personal crimes.
Household crimes covered in the survey were break and enter, atternpted break and enter and motor vehicle thefit. Per-
sonal crimes covered in the survey were robbery, assault and sexual assault.

The terms used 1o describe various types of offences in this publication may not necessarily correspond with the legal
or police definitions. Victims are counted once only for each type of offence, regardless of the number of incidents of
that type. Sexual assauits were not identified separately from assaults in the 1990 and 1991 surveys, thus affecting
comparability with these data. Explanatory and Technical Notes for these data can be found on pages 7 to 9.

GREG BRAY
Deputy Commonweaith Statistician



TABLE 1. VICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF CRIME (a) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL: TYPE OF OFFENCE, NEW SOUTH

WALES
1994 (b} Victimisation rate
Tipe of offence Victims Nom-victims 1990 199¢ 1992 1993 1994
00— —2 ()

Households—

Break and enter 96.3 2,052.6 56 5.6 4.6 3.7 4.5

Attermnpted break and enter 63.6 20853 4.6 38 a3 2.6 30
Break and enter or
attempted break and enter 144.7 2.004.2 89 83 6.9 57 6.7
Motor vehicle theft 46.0 2,102.9 na. n.Aa 2.1 2.0 2.1
Total kouscholds i83.1 1,965.9 .. .. 8.6 .5 | %3
Persons—

Robbery 538 4,506.4 1.6 L5 1.1 i.3 1.2

Assmit 108.6 4,451.7 2.1 2.7 22 2.6 2.4

Sexual assault {d) 14.4 2,184.2 na. n.a. 0.6 0.8 0.7
Total persoas 159.9 4,400.4 s 4.0 32 39 35

(a) Refers to households or persons who were victims of any of the types of offence specified.  (b) Because an individus! household or person could be a victim of
twa or more types of offence, figurea given for individual offence types do not sum to the totals in those columns. (c) Of all householda/persons. (d) Sexusl azaault
questions were asked only of females aged 18 yoars and over but not separately identified in the 1990 and 1991 surveys.

TARLE 2. VICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF HOUSEHOLD CRIME (a} IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL:
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, NEW SOUTH WALES

1994 Victimisation rafe
Selected characteristics Fictims Non-victims Total 1992 1993 1994
—000— —% (b)—
Major Statistical Region—
Sydney (31.6 1,205.2 1,336.8 10.6 8.5 9.8
Balance of New South Wales 514 760.7 8121 5.4 5.8 6.3
Houschold type -
Couple with child(ren} 66.7 709.2 776.6 g9 6.9 86
Couple only 322 491.0 523.2 7.5 4.2 6.2
One parent household 219 158.8 180.7 1.9 130 12.1
Person living alone 340 377.0 411.0 1.7 8.7 8.3
Other households 28.2 229.2 257.4 8.9 2.5 11.0
Total howseholds 1831 1,965.9 2,148.9 8.6 7.5 8.5

{a) Break and entcr, attampted break and enter or motor vehicle theff.  (b) Of households.



TABLE 3, VICTIMS AND NON-YICTIMS OF HOUSEHOLD CRIME (a) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL:
SELECTED RISK FACTORS, NEW SOUTH WALES

1994 Victimisation rate
Selected risk factors Victims Non-victims Yotal 1993 1994
—000— —% (h}—
‘Whether a member of Neighbourhood
{or Rural} Waich—

Member 51.0 540.t 591.1 7.3 8.6

Mot a member 109.0 1,152.4 1,261.3 7.1 8.6

Don’t know 23.1 2734 296.5 99 7.8
Type of security devices in households (c)—

Electronic devices 9.8 1135 3513 96 11.3

Physical devices 143.9 1,434.0 1,5779 8.0 9.1

Other 6.4 684 74.8 114 8.6

No security devices 312 4240 455.2 6.3 6.9
Total households 183.1 L9559 2,148.9 7.5 8.5

() Break and enter, attempted break and enter or motor vehicle theft. (b} Of houssholds. (g} A houschold could have mere than one type of scaurity device. As a
consequence, figures in these columns do not sum to the total shown fer all houscholds. Houscholds that did not siate whether they had security devices have not been
included in the table.

TABLE 4. YICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF PERSONAL CRIME (a) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL:
SEX BY AGE, NEW SOUTH WALES

1984 Victimisation Rate
Age Hictims Non-victims Total 1993 1994
MALES
—'000— —% (b—
1524 years 40.8 400.1 440.9 9.6 9.3
2534 years 20.0 4353 45513 5.9 4.4
35-44 years 14.6 4213 4379 3.2 33
4554 years 11.2 3499 31611 2.5 3.1
5564 yean *.0 249.3 2523 *1.7 *1.2
63 years or over *2.8 2909 2938 *0.7 *1.0
Total males 924 2,148.9 2,241.3 44 4.1
FEMALES
~="000— —% (b)—
1524 years 257 405.5 4312 7.8 6.0
2534 years 177 451.1 468.8 38 KR
35-44 years 1.7 433.7 445.4 3.1 26
4554 years *5.2 3453 350.4 2.6 *1.5
5564 years *5.5 248.8 254.3 *0.9 *2.2
65 years or over *1.8 167.1 368.9 *0.8 *0.5
Total females 67.5 22515 2,319.0 3.3 2.9
PERSONS
—'000— —% (b}
15-24 years 66.5 805.6 872.1 8.7 7.6
25-34 years .7 886.4 924.1 4.8 4.1
35-44 years 263 857.0 88313 32 30
4554 yems 16.3 6952 71LS 21 23
5564 years 8.5 498.1 306.6 1.3 1.7
65 years or over *4.6 6580 662.7 .7 *0.7
Total persoas 159.9 4,400.4 4,%60.3 39 s

(@) Robbery, assauht ar scxual assault  (b) Of persons.



. TABLE 5. VICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF PERSONAL CRIME (s) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL:

SELECTED RISK FACTORS, NEW SOUTH WALES

1994 Victimisation rate
Selected risk factors Victims Non-victims Yotal 1993 1994
_ —% (b)—

Length of occopancy in dwelling—

Less than | year 458 £58.7 704.5 83 6.5

1 to less than 3 years 29.4 7363 765.7 41 38

3 to less than 5 years £2.0 412.8 4248 3.2 2.8

5 years or more 72.8 2,592.5 2.665.3 2.8 2.7
Frequency of travel on public transport after 6 p.m.

in the last }2 monrths——

More than once a2 week 335 338.6 3721 10.3 9.0

Once a week 2.5 i37.3 146.8 8.5 6.5

At least oce a month 20.4 246.9 267.3 7.9 7.6

Less often than once a month 96.5 16774 3,774.0 2.7 2.6
Frequency of attending entertainment places after 6 p.m.

in the last 12 months—

More than ance a week 51.0 632.4 683.3 8.4 7.5

Once & week 333 791.2 R824.5 4.3 4.0

At least once a month 113 1,039.1 1,070.4 37 19

Less often than once a month 44.4 19376 1982.0 2.3 2.2
Totul persoms 159.9 4,400.4 4,560.3 39 35
{a) Robbery, assault ar seornal asszult.  (b) Of persons.

TABLE & VICTIMS AND NON-VICTIMS OF PERSONAL CRIME (a} IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL:
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, NEW SOUTH WALES
1694 Fictimisation rate
Selected characteristics Fictims Non-victims Total 1983 1994
—"000— —% (b)—

Major Statistical Region—

Sydney L16.8 2,769.5 2,8863 4.1 4.0

Balance of New South Wales 1,630.8 1,674.0 3.5 26
[.abour force status—

Employed 100.9 2,531.4 2,632.3 4.1 38

Unemployed ik 266.4 284.4 9.5 6.3

Not in the labour force 1,602.5 1.643.6 2.6 25
Total persons 159.9 4,400.4 4,560.3 39 3s

{a) Robbery, assault or sexual assauit. (b) Of persons.



"TABLE 7. VICTIMS OF CRIME (s) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL: NUMBER OF INCIDENTS EXFERIENCED
BY TYPE OF OFFENCE, NEW SOUTH WALES, 1994

Three Total Three
Tvpe of offence One Two or more victims One Two or more
—'"000— .
Households—
Break and enter 75.0 16.0 *5.3 96.3 77.9 16.6 *5.5
Attempted break and enter 5.7 (0.9 7.0 H1.6 71.8 17.2 10.9
Break and enter or
attempted break and enter (b) 104.5 23.1 17.4 144.7 72.2 15.9 1.8
Motor vehicle theft 41.2 *16 1.3 46.0 £9.4 *7.8 2.7
Total houselold victims (b) 132.7 3.8 19.6 183.1 T2.5 16,8 10.7
Persons—
Robbery 150 9.6 9.3 53.8 64.9 17.8 17.2
Asaanit 55.3 20.8 324 108.6 51.0 19.2 29.8
Sexual assault (c} 85 *2.1 *3.8 14.4 58.8 *14.7 *26.5
Total personal victims (b) 885 240 47.4 1599 55.4 15.0 29.7

{a) Refers to households or persons who were victims of any of the types of affence specified.  (b) Becsuse an individual househaold or person could be a victim of
two or mare types of offence, figures given for individual offence types do not sum to the figures in this row. () Sexual asssult questions were asked only of famales
aged 18 vears and over.

TABLE & VICTIMS OF CRIME (2) IN THE 12 MONTHS TO APRIL: TOLD POLICE ABOUT LAST INCIDENT
BY TYPE OF OFFENCE, NEW SOUTH WALES

1994 Police told
Police Police
Tipe of offence told not told 1990 1994 1992 1993 1694
—O00— —2 (b)—
Households—
Break and enter 7.2 2312 732 72.3 71.2 73.4 76.0
Attempted break and enter 224 41.2 360 30.1 28.2 28.5 352
Motor vehicle theft 4315 *2.5 n.a. na 95.5 25.6 94.53
Persons—
Robbery 283 25.5 59.7 58.7 58.6 45.6 52.6
Agsssult 422 66.4 308 31.8 37.0 319 389
Sexual assault (<) *3.7 8.7 n.a. na *24.6 *28.8 *25.6

{a) Refers to houscholds or persons who were victims of any of the types of offence specified. () OF all houschold/person victims.  (c) Sexual assault questions
were asked only of females aged 18 years and aver tut not scparetely identified in the 1990 and 1991 surveys.



EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains results from a Crime and
Safety survey which was conducted throughout NSW in
April 1994 as a supplement to the ABS Monthly Popula-
tion Survey (MPS). The survey was conducted and funded
at the request of the New South Wales Police Service, the
Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) and
the Department of Court Administration, and funded by
these organisations.

2. Information was collected from individuals and
households about their experience of selected crimes, re-
porting behaviour and risk factors, and housecholds’
membership of Neighbourhood or Rural Watch programs.

3. The survey was conducted using all the private
dwellings inciuded in the MPS for NSW, with the excep-
tion of private dwellings containing only visitors. The
MPS was conducted during the two weeks commencing
Monday, 11 April 1994,

4. Information was sought from approximately 14,630
persons, of whom about 11,646 (79.6%) responded. Data
pertaining to households were sought from approximately
6,950 households and about 5,470 (78.7%) replied. Ex-
amination of successive waves of responses did not
indicate any serious probiem of non-Tesponse bias. Special
estimation procedures and imputation were employed to
reduce the effect of non-response.

Scope

5. The survey was conducted for all persons aged 15
years and over who were usual residents of private dwell-
ings, except:

(a) members of the permanent defence forces;

(b) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas govem-
ments, customarily excluded from censuses and
Surveys;

(c) overseas residents in Australia; and

{d) members of non-Australian defence forces (and
their dependants) stationed in Australia.

6. Residents of other non-private dwellings such as hos-
pitals, motels and jails (included in the MPS) were
excluded from this survey.

Coverage

7. In the survey, coverage rules were applied which
aimed to ensure that each person was associated with only
one dwelling, and hence had only one chance of selection
in the survey.

8. Crime and Safety questionnaires were delivered to
the selected househelds by MPS interviewers for comple-
tion by respondents and return by mail. One questionnaire
per houschold contained questions relating to the house-

hold as a whole. In addition, all persons in scope (refer
paragraph 5) were provided with a questionnaire relating
to their personal experiences of crime. All females aged
18 years or over were provided with an additional ques-
tionnaire relating to their personal experiences of sexual
assault.

Comparisons with police statistics

9. It should be emphasised that the responses obtained
in this survey are based on the respondent’s perception of
their having been the victim of an offence. The terms used
summarise the wording of the questions asked of the re-
spondent, and may not necessarily correspond with the
legal or police definitions which are used for each offence.

Definitions

10. Household: A group of residents of a dwelling who
share common facilities and meals or who consider them-
selves to be a household. It is possible for a dwelling to
contain more than one household, for example, where
regular provision is made for groups to take meals sepa-
rately and where persons consider their housebolds 1o be
separate.

11. Neighbourhood (or Rural) Watch: A community-
based crime prevention program mainly aimed at
preventing break and enter offences.

12. Offence: Indicates crimes which persons or house-
holds reported had been committed against them.

13. Break and enter offence: An incident where the re-
spondent’s home had been broken into. The respondent’s
home was defined to include their garage or shed, but
break and enter offences relating to their car or garden
were excluded.

14, Attempted break and enter offence: An incident
where an attempt was made to break into the respondent’s
home.

15. Motor vehicle theft: An incident where a registered
motor vehicie was stolen from any member of the house-
hold. It included privately owned motor vehicles as well
as business/company vehicles used exclusively by any
members of the household.

16. Robbery: An incident where someone had stolen
something from a respondent by threatening or attacking
them.

17. Assault: An incident other than a robbery where the
respondent was threatened with force or attacked.

18. Sexual assault: An incident which was of a sexual
nature involving physical contact, including rape, at-
termpted rape, indecent assault, and assault with intent to
sexually assault, Sexual harassment (that did not lead to
an assault) was excluded. Only females aged 18 years and
over were asked sexual assault questions.



19. Victim: A person or a household reporting at least
one of the offences listed above. Victims were counted
once only for each type of offence, regardless of the num-
ber of incidents of that type.

20. Dwelling: A suite of rooms contained within a build-
ing which are self-contained and intended for long-term
residential use. To be self-contained the suite of rooms
must possess cooking and bathing facilities as building
fixtures.

21. Secwrity devices: Electronic devices include alarms,
electric timers for lights and motion sensor devices. Physi-
cal devices include dead locks or improved locks, security
screen doors, security screens and grills or shutters on
windows,

Related publications
22. The ABS produces a wide range of publications of

social and demographic statistics. Other ABS publications
which relate to this survey topic include:

Crime and Safety, Victoria, April 1994 (4509.2)

Crime and Safety, Australia, April 1993 (4509.0)

National Crime Statistics, January-December 1993
{4510.0)

Crime and Safety, New South Wales, April 1992 (4509.1)
Crime and Safety, South Australia, April 1991 (4509.4)
Crime Victims, Western Australia, October 1991 (4506.5)

Crime and Crime Prevention Survey, Victoria, July 1987,
Preliminary (4507.2)

Crime Victims Survey, Victoria 1986 (4506.2)

Crime Victims Survey, Australia, 1983, Preliminary
(4505.0)

Victims of Crime, Australia, 1983 (4506.0)

Symbols and other usages
na. not available
.. not applicable (due to non-comparability)
*  estimate is subject to a relative standard error
of between 25% and 50%.
**  estimate is subject to sampling variability too
high for most practical purposes (more than
50%). Refer to the Technical Notes on Data
Reliability.
— il occurrences or rounded to zero



TECHNICAL NOTE ON DATA RELIABILITY

Estimation procedure

Estimates derived from this survey were obtained in
two stages. In the first stage, adjustment of non-response
was carried out based on the demographic composition of
the Monthly Population Survey sample, as well as on
analysis of the effect of reminder action on the responses
obtained.

2. The second stage was a complex ratio estimation
procedure, which ensured that the survey estimates con-
formed to an independently estimated distribution of the
population by age, sex and part of state, rather than to the
age, sex and part of state distribution among respondents.

Reliability of estimates
3. Estimates in this publication are subject to non-sam-
pling and sampling €rrors,

Non-sampling errors

4, Non-sampling errors may arise as a result of errors
in the reporting, recording or processing of the data and
can occur even if there is a complete enumeration of the
population. Non-sampling errors can be introduced
through: inadequacies in the questionnaire; non-response;
inaccurate reporting by respondents; errors in the applica-
tion of survey procedures; incorrect recording of answers;
and errors in data entry and processing.

5. It is difficult to measure the size of the non-sampling
errors and the extent of these errors could vary consider-
ably in significance from survey to survey and from
question to question. However, every effort is made in the
design of the survey and development of survey proce-
dures to minimise the effect of these errors.

Sampling errors

6. Sampling error is the error which occurs by chance
because the data were only obtained from a sample, not
the entire population.

Estimates of sampling error

7. One measure of the variability of estimates which
occurs as a result of surveying only a sampie of the popu-
lation is the standard error (SE) (table below).

8. There are about two chances in three (67%) that a
survey estimate is within one standard error of the figure
that would have been obtained if all persons bad been in-
cluded in the survey. There are about nineteen chances in
twenty (95%) that the difference will be within two stand-
ard errors.

9, Linear interpolation should be used to calculate the
standard error of estimates falling between the sizes of es-
timates listed in the table.

10. The standard error can also be expressed as a per-
centage of the estimate and this is known as the relative
standard error (RSE). The RSE is determined by dividing

the standard error of an estimate SE(x) by the estimate x
and expressing it as a percentage. That is—

1
RSE(x):%

(where x is the estimate). The relative standard error is a
useful measure in that it provides an immediate indication
of the percentage errors likely to have occurred due to
sampling.

11. Proportions and percentages farmed from the ratio of
two estimates are also subject to sampling emmor. The size
of the error depends on the accuracy of both the numera-
tor and the denominator. The formula for the relative
standard error of a propartion or percentage is—

RSEC4=N[RSE()] - [RSED)T

12. For all tables in this publication, only estimates with
relative standard errors of 25% or less, and percentages
based on such estimates, are considered sufficiently reli-
able for most purposes. However, estimates and
perceniages with relative standard errors between 25% to
50% have been included, proceeded by the symbol * to
indicate that they are subject to high standard errors and
should be used with caution. Estimates with relative stand-
ard errors greater than 50% should not be regarded as
reliable, and are indicated by the symbol **.

13, Aithough figures for these small components may be
derived by subtraction, they should not be regarded as re-
liable.

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES OF PERSONS AND
HOUSEHOLDS, NEW SOUTH WALES, APRIL 1994

Relative

Size of estimate Standard error standard error
(households or persons} {Number) {per cent)
1,000 660 65.7
1,500 810 54,2
2,000 920 46.2
2,500 1,020 40.7
3.000 1,110 371
3,500 1,200 34.2
4,000 1,280 320
4,500 1,360 30.3
5,000 1,450 289
6,000 1.560 26.0
8,000 1,780 223
10,000 1,950 19.5
20,000 2,670 13.4
30,000 3.170 10.6
40,000 3,620 2.0
50,000 3,950 1.9
100,000 5,290 5.3
200,600 6,900 3.5
300,000 8,120 2.7
400,000 9,020 23
500,000 9,800 20
1,600,000 12,580 1.3
2,000,000 15,920 0.8
5,000,000 21,480 0.4
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DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL DATA?
The Crime and Safety Survey provides information on the incidence of selected categories of crime, reporting behav-
lour, and victimisation risk factors from persons aged 15 years and over for the 12 months to April 1994. In addition,

females aged 18 years and over were asked to provide information on their personal experience of sexual assaults. A
customised data service is available to meet special data requirements,

motor vehicle theft, robbc:y
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information

Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details). :

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Eiectronic Data Services
A large range of dala is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact any
ABS Office (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 500 fitles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in alt
ABS Officas {see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

P66 1udy ‘MSN ‘A18jes pue awin

Regional Offices Information Inguiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 (02) 268 4820
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 (03) 615 7829
BRISBANE (07} 222 8351 (07) 222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 (09} 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 (08) 237 7582
HOBART (002) 205 800 (002) 205 800
CANBERRA {06} 207 0326 (06) 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 432 111 (089) 432 111
National Office
ACT {06) 252 6007 008 020 608
>

Information Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001
or any ABS office
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